
The Chosen S5, E7: “The Upper Room, Part 1” 

Biblical Highlights 

• Last Supper (opening) – Jesus washes his disciples’ feet.1 

• Jesus instructs two disciples on where to prepare the Passover meal.2 
 
Other Highlights 

• Kafni (Ramah’s father) and his men appear to be working with the Romans. 

• Judas has a final meeting with his sister. 

• Mark 
- Is the (young) man carrying the water jar 
- Leads the disciples to his home, where his dad gives the disciples permission to use the 

Upper Room for the Passover meal 

• As evening nears, the disciples individually walk to the Passover meal location and have 
flashbacks 

 
clips: (1) Judas and his sister; (2) Mark, his dad, and the disciples 

 
Questions 

• Why does Jesus wash his disciples’ feet? 

• Judas seems torn. Why do you think he decides, ultimately, to go through with betraying 
Jesus? 

• Peter and John: 
- What are their main personality differences in The Chosen? 
- When reading the Bible, do you sense any other differences that The Chosen has not 

presented? 
- How will those differences affect how they work together after Jesus ascends? 
- How well do you work with people whose personalities are not like yours? 

 

Mark, a.k.a. John Mark 

16(?)–33 AD 

• mother: Mary (see Acts 12:12) 

• father: Aristopolis(?) 

• cousin: Barnabas (see Colossians 4:10) 

• original home: Cyrene 

• age at Last Supper: mid- to late teens 

• speculation: 
- member of the Seventy (see Luke 10) 
- Walked away (see John 6); later restored. 

• Probably is the “young man” who “ran away naked” 

 

And they all left him and fled. 

 

And a young man followed him, 

with nothing but a linen cloth 

about his body. And they seized 

him, but he left the linen cloth and 

ran away naked. – Mark 14:50-52  
 

(mentioned only in the Gospel of Mark). 
 
42-46 AD 

• Accompanied Peter to Rome after Peter 
miraculously escaped from prison (see Acts 12) 

• Wrote down Peter’s account after Peter went back 
to Jerusalem – that account is the Gospel according 
to Mark 

“Mark, having become the interpreter 

of Peter, wrote down accurately 

whatsoever he remembered.”  

– Papias, recording the words of 

“The Elder”, early second century 

 
1 John 13:3-10 
2 Mark 14:12-16 



 
46-49 AD   

• Went from Jerusalem to Antioch with Paul, Barnabas, and others. 

• On Paul’s first missionary journey: 
- Went from Antioch to Cyprus to present-day Turkey with Paul and Barnabas. 
- Left the journey and returned to Jerusalem (Acts 13:13), making Paul mad. 

• Went back to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas after the Jerusalem Council. 

• Became the reason that Paul and Barnabas separated (see Acts 15:36-41); they likely never 
saw each other again. 

• Went with Barnabas to Cyprus. 
 
49-60s AD 

• Reconciled with Paul, who speaks of him warmly in Colossians 4:10, Philemon 24, and 2 
Timothy 4:11. 

• May have served more in Rome with Peter, who calls him “my son Mark” in 1 Peter 5:13, 
which written from “Babylon” (understood in tradition as Rome). 

• Was the first to proclaim the Gospel in Egypt (according to Eusebius, Jerome, and others); 
started the church in Alexandria. 

• Likely was martyred in Alexandria, either in 63 AD or 68 AD. 
 

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 

• Came from wealthy, respected families 
- Nicodemus: Rabbinic traditions hold that Nicodemus’s family was one of the wealthiest 

and most prestigious in Jerusalem 
- Joseph: “a rich man from Arimathea” (Matthew 27:57) 

• Served on the Sanhedrin, or Council 
- Nicodemus: “a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews” (John 3:1) 
- Joseph: “a respected member of the council” (Mark 15:43) 

• Were secret followers of Jesus 
- Nicodemus 

▪ John 3: Came to Jesus at night early in Jesus’s ministry 
▪ John 7: Defended Jesus in front of the Council, indicating belief in Jesus 

- Joseph: “who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews” (John 19:38) 

• Demonstrated their belief right after the Crucifixion 

After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the 
Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him permission. 
So he came and took away his body. Nicodemus also, who earlier had come to Jesus by night, 
came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds in weight. So they took 

the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths with the spices, as is the burial custom of the 
Jews. Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a new 

tomb in which no one had yet been laid. So because of the Jewish day of Preparation, since the 
tomb was close at hand, they laid Jesus there. – John 19:38-42 

• Likely paid a steep price for their belief 
- Nicodemus: Christian tradition says that Nicodemus was baptized by Peter and John, 

suffered persecution from hostile Jews, lost his membership in the Sanhedrin, and was 
forced to leave Jerusalem because of his Christian faith. 

- Joseph: An apocryphal writing tells of Joseph being imprisoned by Jewish leaders and 
escaping miraculously after a vision of Christ. Legends say that Joseph preached the 
Gospel and may have helped establish a church at Lydda. 


